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 Hi. My name is Marie. I am Mrs. Selger’s 
sister. Flat Stanley spent two weeks 
traveling in northern India with me. It was 
a long trip for Flat Stanley, who had 
already traveled from North Pole to 
Alexandria, Virginia. But it is a trip Flat 
Stanley will never forget. India is an 
incredible country. The Indian people are 
very friendly, the food is delicious, and the 
forts and palaces are beautiful.  



North Pole, Alaska, to  
Washington, DC 

3284 miles 

Washington, DC to    
New Delhi, India 

7522 miles 



Air France 
Flight to  
New Delhi,  
the Capital of 
India 

Flat Stanley and I left Washington, DC, on February 21, 2013. It took 
17 hours to get to New Delhi, India. Our flight stopped in Paris for 2 
hours. They gave us blankets and pillows for the long flight. We 
arrived on February 22nd. 



Map of India 
Indian is a huge country 
with many languages, 
cultures, and religions. It is 
twice the size of Alaska. 
The population is 
1,241,491,960 (1.2 
BILLION), the second 
largest of any country in 
the world. India’s official 
name is Bharat.  

Indian currency is call “rupee.” Flat Stanley 
brought some back. The 100 rupee note is worth 
about $2.00 in US currency. 



Map of 
Rajasthan 
 
The Land of 
Kings 

We visited Delhi and Agra. But we spent most of the trip visiting 
Rajasthan, a state rich in history and culture. Rajasthan has many 
palaces, forts, farms and cities. The western part is a desert.  



The group 
traveled by car 
and had a 
wonderful driver 
named Ajay. 
There was plenty 
of room for Flat 
Stanley. 

Flat Stanley and I  
traveled with 
Marta and 
Heather, who live 
in Seattle. We 
found them to be 
excellent traveling 
companions. 



NAMASTE 

Namaste means “hello” 
and “goodbye” in Hindi. It 
is used throughout India 
when you greet a person. 
You put your hands 
together and bow your 
head just a tiny bit and 
say “Namaste.” Give it a 
try. Welcome Flat Stanley 
back to North Pole. 



We visited a school where 
poor and homeless children 
lived and went to school. 
They had wooden desks 
and sat on the floor. 

Students study English 
and Hindi, the two 
official languages of 
India, through there are 
22 recognized languages 
spoken in various parts 
of the country.  



One day, a snake charmer was playing and his cobra was dancing. 
Flat Stanley and I don’t like snakes so we didn’t get too close. 

The Snake Charmer and his Cobra  



Tuk-TuK 

The tuk-tuk is a common way to get 
around in India. Flat Stanley wanted 
to go for a tuk-tuk ride so one day 
we all climbed on board.  



Cattle and Other Farm Animals 

Cattle roam free in India. They 
live in the streets and they are 
very tame. The wander home 
when it is time to be milked. 
White cattle are sacred to people 
of the Hindu religion. Most 
Indians do not eat beef. 



Cows are used for milk 
production and also as work 
animals. A cow is being used 
to bring water up from a well 



We saw many goats. Goat 
are raised for their hair and 
milk. Sometimes they 
blocked traffic on the 
highway. Small donkeys are 
used by nomadic tribes to 
move their families.  



Elephants 

In Jaipur, I 
was sick so 
Heather and 
Marta took 
Flat Stanley 
on the 
elephant ride 
up a big hill 
to visit a 
stone fort. 
Flat Stanley 
loved it, 
though the 
ride was 
jerky.  

Long ago elephants were 
used to fight battles. Gates 
on forts had huge spikes at 
the top to stop elephants 
from breaking down the door. 



Gray Langur Monkey 

The gray langur monkey is 
found throughout India. It 
is famous because its tail 
is longer than its body. 
The tail can be up to 40 
inches long. 



Camels 

Camels are used for 
transportation and 
for their milk and 
hair. One day we 
spotted a group of 
men shaving their 
camels. There are 
many camels in 
Rajasthan. 
 



In the Thar Desert in western Rajasthan, we went for a camel ride. Flat 
Stanley and I rode Babaloo. She was friendly and smiled at us.  



Some people rode in carts. We stopped to watch the sunset. 



Markets and Bazaars 



Fast Food Indian Style 

“Ghee” is a type of butter used 
in Indian cooking. It is used to 
fry foods too.  



The Taj Mahal 

The Taj Mahal is one of the most 
famous and most beautiful 
buildings in the world. It is made of 
white marble inlaid with 28 types of 
stones and gems. It was built in 
1632 by the Emperor Shah Jahan 
as a memorial to his wife after she 
died.  



We visited a palace where Shah Jahan 
lived. It had separate rooms for 
summer and winter. The summer part 
of the palace had clever showers. 
Water would have been pored through 
the hole in the top and cooled down 
over the person leaning against the 
wall. Summers in India are very hot.  

Palaces 





Forts 





Elephants were common 
decorations in palaces and 
forts. 



There are many religions in India. The 
four main religious groups are Hindus, 
Muslims, Sikhs, and Jains. In Delhi, 
we visited a beautiful mosque, a place 
where Muslims pray. We spent a day 
in Pushkar, a Hindu holy city. People 
from all over India come here to pray 
and to be blessed. 

Holy Places 
Muslim Mosque 

Puskar – holy city 



Sikh 
men 
wear 
turbans 
and 
never 
cut their 
hair 

We visited a Jain temple in the 
mountains. All the pillars are carved 
and the carving on every pillar is 
different. The Jains are strict 
vegetarians and respect all life forms. 
They don’t even kill bugs. 

Sikh Temple Jain Temple 



The People of India 

The people of India are warm and friendly. They love being in 
photographs and often asked us to be in pictures with them.  





Indian woman wear bright color clothes with lots of decorations. 



Men in 
Rajasthan 
are 
famous for 
their 
mustaches 
and 
beards 
and love 
to show 
them off.  



Rajasthani 
dancers and 
musicians 
the night 
we stayed 
in the 
desert 
camp. 

The Performer 



We visited a potter. He used his stick to start the wheel spinning and 
to keep it going. He also made small figurines and large water jugs. 

The Potter 



Flat Stanley like the figurines a brought one back for Everett. People 
in this village only have running water 3 or 4 hours a day. The use 
the jars to store water.  



The Bishnoi tribe are farmers. They practice 
organic farming. Farmers wear white turbans. 
The turban cloth is 10 meters long. He 
showed us how he wraps it around his head.  

The Farmer 



Gathering wood 

Many rural people in 
India do not have 
electricity or running 
water. 

Bishnoi 
refrigerator. 
The thick clay 
keeps the 
inside cool. 

Baby’s 
cradle.  



The Weaver 

Weaving as a traditional 
art in India. It can take 
the weaver several 
months to make a rug. 



On March 7th, Flat Stanley and I left India. We had a very long trip 
home. It took 24 hours to get back to my house. I am so glad I was 
able to take Flat Stanley with me on my trip. We both were sorry to 
leave India. We only saw a small corner of a very big country. We are 
glad we had a chance to share part of it with you. NAMASTE. 


